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A  selection  of  photographs  fron  the  extensive  collec-        Uov  VT^3 — 

tion  of  pictures  of  American  Architectiire  taken  by 

,MR.   I.   T.   PRARY 

and  exhibited  xvith  his  very  generous  consent 


Foreword 

In  riany  ivays,  both  social  and  econonic,  Ohio  has  alvirays  been  a  national 
crossroads.  To  her,  settlers  caiae  in  increasing  numbers  at  the  close  of  the 
, eighteenth  century.  Through  her  passed  uany  of  the  subsequent  westward  migra- 
tions o.nd  even  at  the  present  tine,  she  continues  to  be  one  of  the  great  high- 
Yjays  for  travel  and  connerce.  Moreover,  her  early  settlers  came  from  all 
portions  of  the  eastern  seaboard  along  more  or  loss  fixed  trails,  and  along  these 
trails  they  founded  their  settlements  and  built  their  houses,  churches  and  other 
'buildings  in  the  manner  to  which  txhey  had  been  accustomed  in  the  hones  from  \;hich 
they  came.  Thus  early  Ohio  xvas  a  sort  of  epitome  of  the  building  arts  of  the 
states  to  the  east,  and  the  earliest  architecture  in  each  of  its  geographical 
divisions  is  a  clear  reflection  of  the  characteristic  contemporary  styles  of  the 
north-east,  the  central  and  the  southern  states  respectively.  This  architecture 
v;as,  of  course,  that  of  the  Late  Georgian  and  the  Early  Republican  Periods  with 
which  such  nanes  as  LIcIntire  and  Bulfinch  are  associat^ci  in  Ne-vT  England, 
Thornton  and  Jefferson  in  the  Soyith,  Other  factors  \;§r^   p.ILso  ;i4:iportant .  One 
of  these  v/as  religious,  for  Ohio  soon  became  a  crossroads  for  religion  as  well 
as  building.  Nearly  every  division  of  Christianity  built  liQire  ^ts  churches  and 
schools  so  that  even  at  the  present  tine  there  rer.iCf^n  ch\ir<?hQS  and  colleges  of 
thirty  or  forty  denominations  scattered  throughout  the  stat?,  many  of  them  dating 
to  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

There  are  four  principal  regional  styles  in  early  Ohio  architecture.  These 
correspond  to  the  main  centers  of  settlement.  The  earliest  is  that  around 
Marietta  and  along  the  Ohio  River,  the  natural  highway  to  the  territory  before 
the  roads  were  built.  Here  the  first  settlers  were  fron  New  England,  but  others 
were  soon  to  come  fron  elsewhere  in  the  east  and  even  directly  from  Europe. 
Naturally,  the  architectural  styles  in  this  region  were  based  on  those  in  the 
north-east,  so  much  so-  that  several  of  the  early  houses  in  Marietta  such  as  the 
Rufus  Putnam  (1788,  1795)  and  Tupper-i/7ard  (I8O3,  nov:  destroyed)  houses  night 
well  be  mistaken  for  actual  Nev;  England  hones. 

A  second  region  of  even  more  Net;  England  character  Vv-as  the  Y/estern  Reserve 
of  Connecticut,  stretching  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  along  the  shores  of  Lake 
Erie  to  Sandusky  and  Seneca  Counties  and  extending  an  average  of  some  fifty 
miles  inland.  This  v/as  an  area  of  nearly  4,000,000  acres.  Its  western  portion 
should  more  properly  be  termed  the  Firelands  since  these  Mere   given  to 
Connecticut  citizens,  especially  those  in  Nevj  London,  Fairfield  and  Nonvalk, 
vrho  had  suffered  serious  fire  losses  in  the  Revolutionary  Vfer. 


A  third  region  was  that  along  the  National  Road  (U.S.  40)  vMch  entered 
the  state  from  the  east  and  passed  through  Zanesville  and  Columbus,  Here  the 
settlers  v;ere  many  of  them  from  Pennsylvania,  Arriving  in  large  numbers, 
especially  in  the  first  half  of  the  19th  century,  they  brought  with  them  the 
sturdy  stone  and  brick  architecture  of  their  former  hones,  iiany  were  Quakers, 
Mennonites,  Dunkards  and  other  of  the  stricter  faiths,  and  their  architecture 
frequently  reflects  the'  severity  and  plainness  of  their  doctrines.  They  were 


he  spiritual  successors  of  the  Moravians  .iho  had  attenpted  the  very  first 
lettlcncnt  in  Ohio  at  Schocnbruni:  in  1788. 

The  fourth  and  last  of  these  architectural  regions  .vas  centered  along  the 

land  farther  I  down  the  river  m  Madison,  Indiana,  tesx-iiy 
ftradition  in  this  region. 

!    Vtet  has  just  boen  said  refers,  of  course,  *"  ti^^-^^^l/!!*  ;'°f  .j;^  ^'f' 
With  the  fourth  decade  of  the  ^^^^^^^^f'-^^^^   ?hirarehitocture  of 
b..;dding  Gothic  ivere  replacing  the  earlier  „daia  in.lu.no, s   i 

o>:anples  of  this  nevi  style. 

It  is  nost  ^portant  not  to  undcrestixu^te  ^^^^^l,^ .^^^t^^^^' 
in  the  creation, Of  Ohio  arc hitocturo    n  ^^'^^^^^^^^^r,   and  nany 

ri-rS?:  -t-r^Shi  ch"t:::r  I  s  ^^ft^^j^^  -  -^ 

works  as  those  of  Asher  Benjar,iin,  Bato^  L^igle/  or  ij.nt.ru  t^^ 

in  arranging  the  photographs  in  this  fhi^fjf  ;„;^,-*^  ^tSs"™'-' 
four  regions  listed  above  has  boen  observed.  I^.^^%^°?=^^J-^'^^,\4  be 
r:ont,  both  the  unitjr  and  the  diversity  of  our  Ohio  aronii-ecture  ,.i^y 

appreciated, 

note:  in  writing  the  For«v;ord  to  this  e.e.ibition,  ^^^'^^^^Z  llT 
bd^btedness  to  Lr.  Frary  and  Prof  ossor  Frank  *=|;  ^f/  J^  A?cbiteoSre  has  been 
to  any  others  that  the  study  -^-^P-ff^^J'^f ^^^^^i.f S.htr  tooks  and  ..agazine 
due.  llr.  Frary's  "Early  Hones  oi  Ohio"  .no  ^ J^^^^        ,,hUo  Professor  Boos' 
articles  are  basic  sources  botn  of  ff  *  a™    ':?^f  C-rl-  irchUectural  Design 
Doctoral  Thesis,  "An  Irivestigation  of  the  Sources  of  ^^1-^^^^^^;^==  ^  3,,  ^l,o 
in  Ohio",  is  indispensable  both  for  its  text  ana  "=^.J""'-^^^^°f  France  and 
indebted  to  several  of  nj'  fonier  students,  f  °'^'g  "'^j;;:^",- ^"^^^f  ^rlting  in  this 
iirs.  John  Ingraii,  both  of  rhor;  have  done  extensive  rosearcn  ...d  ..rix,  £ 

field. 


Clarence  YJard,  Obcrlin,   Ohio 


CATALOGUE 

Log  Cabins  and  llisccllancous  Early  Vfork 

1.  Shoenbrunn,  Moravian  Settlement  (17i>^,  Reconstruction)  Typical  log  cabin 

construction  like  that  in  the  original  exanple  near 
'2.  Circlevillc,  Lo,gran's  Sin. 
3.  Bet'vveen  Boan  Mountain  and  Kanpton  Inn,  Old  Mill.  Several  of  these  early 

water  nills  renain  in  various  parts  of  the  state, 
4-.  Wevrtion  Falls,  Old  Covered  Bridge*  This  is  an  Ohio  cxariple  of  a  typo  of  bridge 
construction  extensively  used  in  Mew  England. 
Hote .  In  addition  to  these  exanples,  at  least  tvio   buildings  should  be 
included  anicng  the  very  early  Ohio  v;ork.  These  are  the  Old  Land  Office  (1788) 
and  the  Rufus  Futnan  House,,  (1788,  1795),  both  in  Marietta,  The  latter  is 
especially  interesting  because,  although  not  built  until  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  its  style  is  aLaost  exactly  that  of  a  typical  Mew  England 
house  of  a  hundred  years  earlier. 


Early  Buildings  in  the  Vfcstern  Reserve 

5.  6.  7.  8,  Tallnadge,  Congregational  Church  (1822-^5).  This  is  closely  related 
to  nunerous  Early  Rcphblican  Churches  in  Mew  England  both  in  plan  and 
elevation,  but  with  a  novel  handling  of  the  colurins  which  are  reeded 
instead  of  fluted.  The  builder  was  Colonel  Ler.iuel  Porter  vjho  cone   from 
V/aterbury,  Connecticut,  in  1817. 

9.'  10.  Atvjater,  Congregational  Church  (1836->U-).  This  is  a  late  exaiuple  of  the 
Early  Republican  style  with  a  six-colui".in  Ronan  Ionic  portico,  the  outer 
coluums  coupled.  The  tovrer  is  noteworthy  for  its  details  though  the 
proportions  of  the  belfry  and  its  square  support  a:rc  soriewhat  un- 
fortunate. The  pointed  arched  vdndows  and  doorvjays  show  the  gothic 
influence  which  is  evident  in  nuch  contciaporajry  v/grk  §uch  as  that  at 
Kirtland,  Claridcn  and  Kinsman  (see  below).  T|i;^5  porabination  of  classic 
and  gothic  is  paralleled  in  Mexv  England  i^  ^UQ|i  churches  as  those  in 
Castleton,  Vermont  (1833)  and  Standish,  Maine  (c.  I83O). 

11,  12.  Claridon,  Congregational  Church  (I834).  Hero  the  Early  Republican 
proportions  renain  in  the  long  slender  doric  pilasters,  but  Greek 
detail  makes  its  appearance  in  the  doorways  and  the  square  belfries. 

13. -19.  Kirtland,  Mormon  Temple  (IS33-36).  This  is  one  of  the  m.ost  remarkable 
buildings  in  Ohio.  It  is  a  three  story  building,  the  lov^er  stories 
occupied  by   superiiiposcd  auditoriums,  the  upper, -under  the  roof  ,- 
planned  for  educational  purposes.  It  was  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  "Prophet",  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  who  came  to  Kirtland  with  a  group  of 
his  follQ-wers  in  Januarj^  I83I,  Among  these  followers  was  a  carpenter, 
painter  and  glazier  named  Brighaii  Young,  and  he  was  one  of  the  builders 
of  the  Temple.  The  whole  building  was  reputedly  conceived  and  directed 
in  its  construction  by  divine  revelations  and  actually  built  by  the 
men  and  women  of  the  church.  It  is  59  by  79  feet  in  size  and  con- 
structed of  local  stone  covered  with  stucco.  Its  exterior  is  not 
particularly  ir.ipressive,  but  the  decoration  of  its  thirty-six  pulpits, 
ijbs  window  casings  and  other  architectural  details,  is  remarkably  rich 
and  varied.  The  arrangement  of  pews  and  devices  for  dividing  each 
auditorium  into  smaller  rooms  are  ingenious. 

20.  Kinsman,  Congregational  Church  (1831-32).  A  rare  exar.aple  of  the  Asher 

Benjamin  type  of  the  West  Church  in  Boston  and  the  church  in  Bedford, 
Massachusetts,  The  exceedingly  slender  Doric  columns  are  also  notable. 

21,-26,  Kinsman,  Dr,  Peter  Allen  House  (1821).  This  is  an  outstanding  example 
of  the  type  of  gable-end  house  with  applied  pilasters  which  nay  be 
found  along  the  entire  route  from  Mew  England  through  New  York  to  the 
Vfestern  Reserve,  Mth  or  vdthout  one  or  more  wings,  and  in  one  or  two 
stories,  it  vjas  destined  to  be  the  favorite  house  t^^pe  in  the  entire 
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northern  portion  oH   the  atatG.,  Its  details  r;ere  to  change  to  Greek 
and  later  to  the  Victorian  styles,  but  its  plan  rcnained  constant 
through  the  greater  part  of  the  century.  The  Allen  Mouse  is  a  particu- 
larly fine  cxa;.iple  because  of  its  rich  ornai-icntaticn  v;hich  begins  to 
sho\;  certain  Greek  forms  particularly'-  around  the  v;indoi;s. 

27. -28.  Hudson,  Baldvdn  Pa,iss  House  (1825).  This  is  similar  to  the  Allen  House 
but  vdth  IcsG  c;-''; oration  and  the  addition  of  a  single  v;ing, 

29.  30.  Paincsvillc,  Dr,  John  Liatthev/s  House  (1826).  This  is  a  double-v;ing 

house  iilth   a  very  :.ntercsting  doorv.-ay  with  scroll  consoles  beneath  the 
lintel.   It  is  perhcpo  the  v;ork  of  Jonathan  Goldsrdth. 

31.  32»  North  Bristol,  House  near.  ^'Jhile  of  the  saiie  general  type  as  the 
Iaatthev;s  House,  this  is  an  interesting  variant  in  T;hich  seg.iental 
arches  connect  the  pilasters,  and  these  theuselves  are  segmental  and 
fluted.  They  thus  suggest  the  pilaster  types  at  Honcuood  in  Baltiriore 
and  the  Speed  House  in  Louisville,  The  doorway  is  an  excellent  example 
of  "carpenters'  Federal",  i.dth  details  inspired  by  Builders  Handbooks, 

33.  Gates  Mills,  Gates  Hone  stead.  Oiily  the  door;;ay  survives  of  this  house, 

xdiich  i,.as  burned  in  1935,  but  it  is  a  fine  exanple  of  the  bettor  type 
of  Early  Republican  decoration  -vdth  its  slender  and  v; ell-designed 
nouldings.   There  a,rc  sinilar  doon/ays  in  a  nuiiiber  of  other  houses  in 
this  region. 

3A.  Hudson,  Hosiord  House.   This  is  one  of  the  rare  exai-iples  of  the  one  story 
house  so  cor.ii-;ion  in  early  Nc-;  England,  It  is  unusual  in  having  a 
ganbrel  roof. 

The  Greek  Revival  in  the  v/estern  Reserve 


35.  36^  l/Telling-ton,  House  near, 

37.  Ashtabula,  House  near. 

38.  Hiraiu,  House  near. 

These  three  houses  are  typicr.l  of  the  nost  .gQj:iiuon  type  of  Greek  Revival 
house,  the  successors  to  those  of  the  Early  Republic  "vvhich  have  just  been 
described.  Such  houses  are  particularly  cor.inon  in  the  country 
districts  and  the  snaller  to\,ns,  Sonotiiics-.of  brick  but  usually  of 
\;ood,  all  of  then  have  s one  Greek  details  if  only  a  continuous 
entablature  bclou'  the  oaves.  This  is  often  pierced  vdth  vdndov's  through 
the  frieze.  Very  conion  also  are  such  delightful  dccora.tive  notifs  as 
those  around  the  TJellington  doorv;ay.  Altogether  these  houses  provide  a 
pleasing  and  serviceable  type  of  "Poor  Man's  Greek", 
39.-41.  Vermillion,  Joseph  Srdft  House  (IS4O-4I;  burned  1931).  Although  no?; 
gone  this  house  Y;as  such  an  important  example  of  the  period  that  it 
can  hardl3^  be  omitted  from  any  group  of  Ohio  houses,  A  one-story 
building  af   iionunental  character,  it  is  too  i.-ell-imovm  to  require 
description, 

42.  Nonvalk,  FuJsto-;  House  (1834).  This  is  really  an  Early  Republican  rather 

than  a  Greek  Revival  house,  but  it  is  importaiit  as  a  fine  early 
example  of  the  lofty  colu!"inar  portico  v;hich  v:an  to  be  so  frequent  in 
the  succeeding  years.  Here  the  columns  are  octagonal. -rather  than 
round  idth  capitals  of  original  moulded  design. 

43.  Non.'alk,  7fooster-Boall  House  (c.  I848).  Built  originally  as  a  Presbyterian 

School  for  Girls,  this  shov:s  hoi7  completely  the  Greek  manner  replaced 
the  Roman  type  of  the  Early  Republic  vdthin  a  short  space  of  years. 
Idth  its  distyle-in-aiitis  applied  coluj^ins  of  the  Ionic  order,  this  is 
one  of  the  most  monumental  and  dignified  examples  of  its  style, 
4-f.-45.  Milan,  Idtchell-Turncr  House .  This  represents  the  full  development  of 
the  porticoed  house  in  this  region.  Its  tctrastyle  porch  has  Greek 
Ionic  columns  xdth  richly  carved  capitals  and  neckings,  and  unusually 
fine  palmetto  ornament  on  and  around  the  front  door. 
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|.4-6.  Chagrin  Falls,  House .  An  unusual  house  vdth  a  tvo-story  sot  in  porch. 
47*  Painesvillc,  Octa/?onal  House.  This  is  a  fine  example  of  the  octagonal  house 
v;hich  is  fairly  frequent  in  Ohio  as  in  other  parts  of  the  niddle  west 
during  the  Greek  Revival  and  succeeding  periods.  This  popularity  was 
probably  due  in  part  to  Fov/ler's  "Octagonal  Mode  of  Building". 

Buildings  in  Central  Ohio 


48.  i^9. 
50.  51. 


52. 


53.  54. 


55. 


56. 


arc  many  other  houses,  public  buildings  and  ghurches  of  the  Greek 


60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

71. 

Zanesville,  Buckinghan  House. 
Lancaster,  Effingcr  Kouse^ 
These  tv/o  houses  illustrate  the  brick  type  of  Early  Republican  house 
to  be  found  G,long  the  National  Road.  They  precede  the  distinctly 
Geman  influence  but  are  soraev;hat  heavier  in  detail  than  the 
characteristic  Wer;  England  types.  Their  one  roon  depth  and  certain  of 
their  details,  however,  riake  then  closely  related  to  western 
Pennsylvania.  Its  spiral  stainvay  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  state. 
Circleville,  Renick  House,  1S32.  This  unusual  house  Tjith  its  four  corner 
rooms  bears  a  curious  rescnblancc  to  The  Mulberry  in  South  Carolina 
though  any  direct  connection  betv;een  the  two  is  improbable.  The 
pleasing  design  of  its  bracketed  porches  and  its  i.'indow  lintels  should 
be  noted. 

Granville,  Dov.iicr  House,  c.  I838.  Perhaps  the  finest  Greek  Revival 
House  in  the  state,  this  is  vcr^'"  closely  modeled  upon  a  plate  in 
Lafcver.  The  proportions  of  its  Doric  and  Ionic  orders  and  the  elegance 
of  its  interior  details  are  csnong  its  outstanding  characteristics. 
Chillicothc,  House.  As  the  first  capitol  of  the  state,  Chillicothe  possesses 
a  nunber  of  important  early  houses,  among  then  this  fine  Greek  Revival 
iiansion  which  shows  a  surprising  rosenblanpQ  to  the  type  found  in  the 
south. 
There 

Revival  Period  in  all  parts  of  the  state, 
central  portion. 

Columbus,  State  Capitol,  1839-61. 

Columbus,  Alfred  Kellcy  House,  I836. 

Dayton,  Court  House ,  IS4S-5O. 
are  characteristic.  They  differ  very  little  fron  Greek  Revival  work 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  though  Henry  YJalter's  capitol  shows 
much  originality  in  its  often  naligned  "cheese-box"  done. 
The  true  Pennsylvania  type  is  nost  evident  in  a  whole  sequence  of  brick  and 
stone  houses  shov^n  in  Nos,  60-71. 

McConnelsville,  Old  Hune  House. 

Zanesville,  Hsadley  Lin,  1802,  I833. 

Chillicothc,  House 

Lafaj^cttc,  Brick  Tavern,  1837 . 

Dresden,  Cox  House,  c.  1835. 

Old  V.ashington,  House 

Zanesville,  Increase  Matthews  House,  I84O. 

Mount  Vernon,  Curtis-Deviri  House.  183/^-36. 
These  will  be  seen  to  represent  both  the  Early  Republican  and  Greek 
Revival  Periods,  They  also  possess  the  substantial  and  sometimes 
rather  heavy  quality  of  their  Pennsylvania  prototypes.  Perhaps  the 
finest  is  the  Curtis-Devin  House,  the  details  of  which  both  on  the   -^ 
exterior  and  interior  are  at  the  sane  time  simple  and  elegant. 


Three  of  them  are  in  the 


57. 

5S, 
59. 
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72. 
73. 
74. 


The  Southern  Regions 

This  region,  partly  through  lack  of  space  is  inadequately  represented, 
particularly  in  the  onission  of  the  Taft  House  in  Cincinnati, 
Fortunately,  this  is  perhaps  the  nost  ;videly  knoxm  of  all  early  Ohio 
houses.  The  Early  Republican  influence  of  Nov;  England  in  the  south- 
eastern section  nay,  hoi;evcr,  be  seen  in 

iithens.  State  University,  Cutler  Hall.  1817,  vd-th  its  unusually  fine  cupola 
and  at 

Hillsboro,  Court  House,  1832,  i;here  the  applied  colurins  have  capitals  of  an 
amusing  Ionic  forn. 

liarietta,  Exchange  Hotel  shovrs  the  llclntirc  influence  in  this  transplanted 


bit  of  Massachusetts,  though  the  detail  is  inferior  to  the  best  uork 
in  Saler.i, 
75.  Lebanon, House.  This  is  but  one  exar.iple  of  the  southern  colunhar  type  house 
vjhich  perhaps  reached  its  height  in  the  Lanier  house  in  Liadison, 
Indiana.  The  style  r-iay  have  come  directly  from  Virginia  since  these 
170 re  the  Virginia  Ililitary  Lands,  or  it  nay  have  cone  north  from 
Kentucky  r;here  sinilar  houses  are  numerous. 
i    76,  77.  Lebanon,  Y/illiams-Ward-Owens  House ,  c.  184,0.  This  is  a  fine  example 
of  the  severer  Greek  Revival  of  this  region. 


ti- 


Supplementary  List  of  the  More  linportant  Early  Ohio  Buildings 
which  are  not  shown  in  thas  exhibition.  These  have  very 
largely  been  suggested  by  Professor  Roos  and  they  are  arranged 
alphabetically  by  place, 

Chillicothe.  Adena (1798-1806,  Bart let t  House,  Fullerton  House  c,1840 

Cincinnati.  Tsft  House  c.1820.  St.  Peter's  Cathedral  1841-51 

Columbus.  Sffinger  House  (interior  details  in  Columbus  Gallery  of  Fine  Arts.) 

Delaware.  Elliott  Hall.   St urges  Hall  185^ 

Gallipolis.  Our  House  Tavern.  c,1815 

Fremont,  Court  House  1840 

Gambler.  Old  Kenyrn.  Bexl«y  Hall  1837^39.  Neff  House. 

Granville.  Mower-Grover  House.  Baptist  Church*  Saint  Luke's  Church  1837. 
Town  Hall  1829. 

Hudson.  Chapel,  Western  Reserve  Academy, 

Lancaster.  McCracken-Reeves  House,  Mumaugh  House.  Rieing-Peters  House 

Mansfield.  Block  House  in  Sherman-Heinemann  Park  1813. 

Marietta.  Campus  Mart ius (reconstruction),  Ohio  I^and  Co^   Office  1788 
Mills  House  1818,  Hildreth  House  18^^^,  BueU  ^ouse  1836 
Putnam  House  1788,1795.     Erwin  Ha^ij^arietta  College  1845 
Meigs  House  1802  ?       '  * 

Newark,  Davidson  House,  c.1830 

North  Bloomfield.  Ephraim  Brown  House  1816 

Oberlin,  First  Church  1842, 

Painesville.  Rider  Tavern  1010 

S'imerset.  Court  House  1829. 

Streetsboro,  Singletary  House 

Sunbury.  Tavern, 

Unionville.  Vvarner  House. 

Zanesville,  Headley  Inn(  2  buildings)  1802,1833.  Guthrie  House  1842-3 

Zoar.  Inn  c.1845.  King's  Palace.  Church  1853  ? 

Mt,  Pleasant.  Quaker  Meeting  House. 
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